
Generating NDVI mask from 
Satellite Image for flood 
monitoring



Process: NDVI Masking



Data Needed: 

• Data filename: Landsat1999.tif (raster file)



1. Load the satellite image



2. Generating NDVI from satellite using raster calculator
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1. Open raster calculator under raster menu

2. Input NDVI equation in raster calculator



2. Generating NDVI from satellite using raster calculator

Note: NDVI less than or equal to zero could be 

used for masking water areas



3. Generating NDVI mask from NDVI raster using raster calculator
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3. Input NDVI mask equation in raster calculator



4. Visualizing NDVI mask
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4. Right click on NDVI mask layer to 

open Style properties

5. Select pseudocolor in render type

6. Define Max value as 1

7. Select equal interval in 

classification mode, with 2 classes 



4. Visualizing NDVI mask (continued)
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8. Double click on the red color representing 

zero mask value

9. Select 0% opacity to see thru this class



4. Visualizing NDVI mask (continued)



Thank you


